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Thank you for your interest in engaging your students in
t he issue of human trafficking. This resource pack has been
developed by Freedom Acts on behalf of t he Depar tment of
Justice and t h e Engagement Group on Human Trafficking.
Freedom Acts is a project of Craigavon Intercultural
Programme working to educate young people and t he wider
community about human trafficking and exploitation.
Purpose of the resource pack
The resource pack has been designed to equip you wit h a clear
an d comprehensive set of lessons t hat will help your classes
to explore and understand t he challenging issue of human
trafficking.
It aims to suppor t teachers to meet t he Key Stage 4 statutory
requirements for Local and Global Citizenship and t he Local
an d Global Citizenship module for t he GCSE qualification
(CCEA). In par ticular, it covers t he area of human rights and
related issues.
Human Trafficking
Human trafficking is an appalling crime which rips apar t
t he lives of its victims and t heir families. It involves t he
acquisition of people by improper means, such as force, t hreat
or deception for t he purpose of exploiting t hem. It seeks to
turn people into commodities and is an abuse of human rights.
Human trafficking in Nor t hern Ireland
Wit hin t he UK and Ireland human trafficking is a growing
issue.
Wit hin Nor t hern Ireland 33 potential victims were recovered
during t he 2011-2012 period. We believe t he number of actual
victims wit hin Nor t hern Ireland may be higher (for example,
t here may be individuals who have not yet been recovered from
exploitation situations; or, who on recovery do not agree to be
referred into t he UK’s National Referral Mechanism). Whilst
many victims come from ot her countries, t he UK is one of
t he main source countries for victims recovered in Nor t hern
Ireland.
Why teach about human trafficking?
This resource pack offers pupils at Year 10 and at Key Stage 4
an oppor tunity to consider and reflect on t he issue of human
trafficking in a critical way.

Through t he focus on human trafficking pupils are empowered
to explore four of t he key t hemes underpinning Local and
Global Citizenship:
Human rights and social responsibility – t he pack can be
closely linked to a wider consideration of human rights. It
allows pupils to look at how human trafficking abuses human
rights; to consider what protection human rights offer; and
to explore issues of social responsibility and t he role of
Government, businesses and individuals in tackling human
trafficking;
Diversity and inclusion – t he pack offers an oppor tunity to
consider Nor t hern Ireland as par t of t he global market and to
explore how t his can give rise to human trafficking. It also
encourages pupils to explore how marginalisation can create
vulnerabilities t hat traffickers seek to exploit;
Equality and social justice – t he pack looks at how inequality
an d abuses of power are root causes of human trafficking and
encourages pupils to consider how t h ese can be addressed;
an d
Democracy and active par ticipation – t he pack has been
developed to challenge pupils about t heir role wit hin
democratic society. It not only looks at how consumerism
may help to perpetuate exploitation and trafficking; but
it also seeks to encourage and to challenge pupils to be
informed and to actively par ticipate as influencers wit hin t he
democratic process. In t his respect t he resource seeks to be
transformational and has been designed to challenge attitudes
an d behaviours and to prompt informed action.
In line with curriculum guidelines, students
engaging with this resource should be able to:
•

respond to t he specific challenges and oppor tunities which
diversity and inclusion present in Nor t hern Ireland and t he
wider world;

•

identify and exercise t heir rights and social
responsibilities in relation to local, national and global
issues;

•

develop t heir understanding of t he role of society and
government in safeguarding individual and collective rights
in order to promote equality and to ensure t hat everyone is
treated fairly;

•

develop awareness of key democratic institutions and t heir
role in promoting inclusion, justice and democracy;

•

develop an awareness of t he role of Non-Governmental
Organisations (NGOs);

•

develop an understanding of how to maximize and sustain
t heir own well-being;

•

recognise, assess and manage risk in a range of real-life
contexts; and

•

develop fur t her t heir competence as discerning consumers.

The pack also offers an opportunit y to explore and use crosscur ricular links, such as histor y, maths or geography.
Learning outcomes
The pack encourages diverse active learning styles and
provides interactive resources in order to develop a wide range
of skills and personal capabilities as learning outcomes, as
pupils engage wit h t he issue of human trafficking. These
include t he development of :
•
•
•
•
•

analytical skills;
problem solving skills;
decision m aking skills;
managing information; and
working wit h ot hers.

It is also suppor tive of a positive and inclusive classroom (and
whole school) et hos, where t he views and opinions of ot hers
are respected.
What does this resource include?
Step-by-step lesson plans covering six different aspects of
human trafficking, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Human Trafficking & Human Rights;
Human Trafficking – Global & Local;
Human Trafficking: Myt hbusting;
The Impact of Trafficking: A Victim’s Perspective;
Recognising & Responding to Trafficking;
Responses to Trafficking: Governments, Communities &
Individuals.

Flexibility
Each lesson has been developed to last 40 minutes, wit h ideas
for additional independent research and activities.
Whilst t he pack has been developed to provide a
comprehensive exploration of t he issue, it has also been
designed so t hat it can be used flexibly, so teachers might
choose to use a combination of elements as par t of t he wider
Learning for Life and Work and Local and Global Citizenship
curricula. For example, a combination of lessons 1 (Human
Trafficking and Human Rights) and 6 (Governments,
Communities and Individuals) could be integrated into a wider
consideration of t he issue of human rights.

Comprehensive resources
The pack provides comprehensive resources, including:
Guidance for teachers on:
•

dealing wit h Sensitive Issues;

•

responding to Discrimination;

•

multimedia PowerPoint presentations to navigate t hrough
each lesson;

•

fact sheets ;

•

student work sheets;

•

animated multi-media case studies of real stories of
exploitation in Nor t hern Ireland;

•

web links to challenging video news ar ticles;

•

suggestions and challenges for students to take action on
issues in t heir local and global community;

•

useful links to ot her online or peripatetic resources on
human traf ficking t hat you can access; and

•

details of how your school can join t he fight against human
trafficking by organising an event to mark EU Trafficking
Day on 18 October.
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